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THE WHITE MAN'S FRIEND
of. Milton W* Humphreys |
(From The Fayette Tribune) |
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Cave.”” Some six orseven miles up
stream from this cave the creek re-
celves two tribataries at the same
point near Nevla, one called Mesdow
Creek, from the east, and one from
the north called North Fork.

The tradition of the facts to be
narrated came down through descen-
dants of Samuel Humphreys, who
was born April 15, 1741. in Laondon
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1821, on Anthonys Creek. He migra
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army. She often related to the latter
prominent events in the history of
the family. Dr. A. C. Humphreys, a
justice »f the peace and lleutenant
colonel of militia before the war.
lived till September 15, 1866
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talls that have come down, the writ-
ten accounts furnished by Samuel A,
Humphreys four years before his
death, and by Rev Cavet W. Hum-
phreys, will be copied here yerbatinm.
These two resided with their fathers
on farms.acjicent to (really partsof)
their grandfather and great grand
father.
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to his tribe. At that time he notified
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‘‘Ionly know of one instance of
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ing visited by savages, as they believ
ed he was Liartoring him (Anthony).
Grandfather. his wife, two small
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One, however, was to keep watch.

Anthony, seeing that they had been
careless in throwing aside their guns,

watched the sentiunel until he saw
his chance, quietly moved to the
mouth of the cave and then dashed
out and down the steep hill to the
creek, which at that points was
deep, plunged into it and swam
across. In running down the hill,
he cut his toot on a sharp rock, and
it bled freely. This saved his life.
The savages, suddenly roused from
sleep, in a dsz:d conditions, were
slow to take in the situation, but
when they did, they seized their guns
and fired at him as he crossed. He
swam low and they all missed. But
upon - finding so much blood in his
trail, they believed that he was
fatally wounded, and ceased bo follow
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are no greater than could be expect-
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members of different families More
over, to'h accounts are necessarily
bssad on Anthony’s own statements
which were very liable to become
distorted. The tradition tkhat AD-
thony shot the sentinel may be re-

garded as indubicably true.
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The question may sy self
why Anthony did not ret{zrgeesggrninto
the cave instead of Maiking a dash
when day approached. The answer
is very simple; the semji.circular
mouth of the cave is large and the
cavern contracts Gill it comes nesarly
to & point no great distance from the
entrance. There Isan opening at
the point or apex, too small, at least
in thosa days, for an average sized
man to crawl through, In the day
time the entire cave can be viewed
from its mouth

The tradition is that the hostile
Indians found Anthony on ‘‘Middle
Mountain,’’ the range lying between
the North Fork and the main creek
above the confluence, and that, in
his fl'ght, he crossed over
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